2020 California 


Take A Stand Survey 


“How long,? Not longy because the arc of the moral 
universe is long, but it bends toward justice. ” 

— Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Montgomery, Alabama, March 25, 1965 


Dear 

Following the march for voting rights from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, 50 years 
ago. Dr. King spoke his immortal words to a crowd of thousands. 

But if Dr. King were here today, and could see the reactionary political climate that 
pervades our nation and witness the ferocious backlash against civil rights and equality, he 
might ask, “how much longer?” 

How much longer until voting rights are respected, racial hatred are vanquished, and access 
to quality education and health care provided? 

How much longer until we stop the runaway exploitation of poor Americans? 

For more than 45 years, the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) has led the fight to 
turn the promises of the civil rights movement into reality for people who face discrimination. 
And we’re continuing to stand up for people who endure racial injustice. 

You may know us for the landmark cases we’ve won in court, burying remnants of Jim 
Crow segregation in the Deep South ... crushing violent white supremacist groups in court, 
including the Klan ... and securing justice for many victims of bigotry. 

Right now, we’re fighting Mississippi’s racist disenfranchisement law that permanently 
bars 200,000 people from voting. We’re shutting down debtors’ prisons throughout the Deep 
South that lock people up for being too poor to pay minor fees and fines, including unpaid 
water bills. And, we’ve just won a $14 million judgment against the founder of a major 
neo-Nazi website for orchestrating an antisemitic harassment campaign that terrorized a 
Jewish woman and her family. 

With the hope that you share our commitment to equality and justice, I ’ve enclosed 
your registered copy of the SPLC s 2020 California Take A Stand Survey. 

We need your thoughtful responses to the questions in this census document. They 
will be compiled with those of other engaged citizens from across the country to give our 
organization a greater understanding of how hate, prejudice, and intolerance are hurting 
people in need. 

Please complete your survey and return it in the postage-paid envelope. And, when you 
do, please consider a generous, tax-deductible contribution of $20, $25, $50 or more to help 
our mission for justice and tolerance. 

We can t forget the heavy cost of winning the right to vote for African Americans — 
or the incredible movement of the people who put Jim Crow in his coffin. The sacrifices of 
citizen activists must be carried forward to ensure equal justice for all, especially those targeted 
with bigotry, hate, and discrimination. 

Your support and your participation in our 2020 California Take A Stand Survey will go 
a long way in helping us continue the fight for civil rights. With you by our side, we’re 
working to make sure equality and justice for all reaches into every corner of our great 
country. 

fdjUVLL; 
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The Challenges Facing America 


We cannot afford to reflect too long on the victories of the past. 


We must focus on today — and tomorrow — because the ghost of Jim Crow continues 
to haunt our nation, and the toxic reaction to our growing diversity continues to threaten our 
communities. The proof is everywhere you look, and the victims are all around us. 


—^ Immigration : We were horrified by the images on TV of children being ripped from 
their parents and locked in cages. President Trump wants us to believe the people he’s 
rounding up are “animals” and “criminals” who “infest” our country, not families. Sentiments 
like this lay bare the racism and xenophobia in his policies. 


Trump claims to have backed down on the latest crisis he’s created, but the reality is that 

his administration has been tearing families apart from its start in hopes of sharply curtailing 

non-white immigration to the U.S. 


Since he was sworn in, we’ve been representing people like Teresa, a mother of six who has 
lived in a small Georgia town for two decades and never committed a crime. Her two youngest 
children have serious mental and physical illnesses and rely heavily on her for support. 


But when Teresa was pulled over by a local police officer, she was detained and sent to 
a prison-like detention center, for 10 months. Stories like this are all too common. 

^ Voter Suppression : Since the 2013 Supreme Court ruling that gutted the Voting Rights 
Act, more than half of all states have acted to restrict the right to vote. 2016 was the first 
presidential election in 50 years without the full protections of the Voting Rights Act. While 
courts struck down some of the new laws, 20 states had restrictive voting laws in place during 
the election — including Florida, Wisconsin, and Arizona. The purpose of these laws is summed 
up by Don Yelton, a GOP precinct chair in Buncombe County, North Carolina, “if it hurts a 
bunch of lazy blacks that want the government to give them everything, so be it.” 

When a federal court struck down North Carolina’s voter fraud law, it ruled that it was 
clearly meant to disenfranchise minority voters rather than prevent voter fraud. The court wrote 
that the voting restrictions “target African Americans with almost surgicalprecision. ” 

And ofcourse, racist disenfranchisement laws passed during the Jim Crow era remain on the 
books in many states, like the Mississippi law that were fighting to overturn in federal court. It 
blocks one in six black adults from voting. 

-— Hate and Extremism : President Trump’s fear mongering, xenophobic, racist campaign 
reinvigorated and emboldened a broad group of extremists, including neo-Nazis and other 
white supremacists who identify with the alt-right. 

Within hours of his victory, white supremacist leaders were celebrating. “The white race is 
back in the game!” exclaimed one influential neo-Nazi leader. “For the first time in my adult life, ” 
another tweeted, “I’m really proud of my country because hope is finally making a comeback. ” 

Unfortunately, we cannot say we’re surprised. For well more than a decade we’ve 
documented the increased polarization of our country and the racist backlash to demographic 
and social changes. 

Since 1999, hate groups — including neo-Nazis, anti-Muslim and anti-LGBTQ groups 
— have increased by 100 percent. The election of Barack Obama, our first African American 
president, was a turning point. As much as he inspired many of us, others viewed his achievements 
as proof of a “white genocide. ” This anger has led to real violence. 

One event that defined this moment was when a Confederate flag-waving white 
supremacist walked into Charleston’s historic “Mother Emanuel” A.M.E. Church and 
murdered nine African Americans. It was a chilling act of terror. He told his victims that 
black people are “taking over our country. ” 

Despite the white nationalist rally in Charlottesville turning deadly, President Trump 
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blamed “both sides”. Neo-Nazis praised his response as “really, really good” for them. Even 
more recently, a radically motivated gunman targeted people of Hispanic descent in El Paso, 
killing 22 — his racist manifesto mirrored Trumps xenophobic language. 

Things have the potential to get even worse. Sometime after 2040, whites will no longer 
be the majority; that is a major motivator for white supremacists. And, Trump’s refusal to 
condemn them continues to embolden them. 

But, this blatant bigotry and hate is merely a symptom of a much deeper, structural 
problem that has its roots in extreme income inequality and years of material deprivation. 

The richest three percent of Americans hold more than half of our nations wealth. And 
the gap between rich and poor grows wider every day. Those on the far right are grasping for 
scapegoats, and they are finding them among increasingly diverse communities and newly 
empowered minorities — those who have benefited from the gains in civil rights over the last 
50 years. We saw this clearly in all of the nationalistic and anti-immigrant rhetoric of the 
last election. 

This growing backlash makes it a crucial time in American history. 

Every time you look at the news, there’s another story about hate crimes, or the passage of 

new laws to legalize discrimination, criminalize immigration, or restrict the right to vote. 

% It’s way past time for grassroots activists, civil rights leaders, and caring, compassionate 
community members to come together to stop this growing epidemic of hate and intolerance. 

Here at the Southern Poverty Law Center were working every day to push back against 
hate and injustice, but we need your help and feedback on the 2020 Take A Stand Survey. 

Your responses are a critical step on the path toward equal justice and equal opportunity 
for millions of people who have lived on the edge of society for too long; who deserves access 
to the fundamental rights to which everyone living in this great nation is entitled. 

Bycompleting our 2020 Take A Stand Survey you will be adding your voice to the, 

growing chorus of Americans calling for change in our country . We’ll use your responses to 
help us better understand how these issues impact your community. We want to know your 
opinion on race and equality in your area, and how you, or people close to you, have been 
affected by hate or intolerance. 

Q/rhe SPLC is Leading the Fight Against Hate and Bigotry^ 

Dr. King said that “the ultimate tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty by the bad people, 
but the silence over that by the good people. ” 

That’s why we hope you’ll stand on the right side of history and support our work at 
the SPLC today. 

In the 1980s, we pioneered the use of civil litigation to demolish hate groups by 
winning multi-million-dollar lawsuits for victims of their racist violence. Since then, we’ve 
won numerous, large damage awards on behalf of victims of hate group violence. These cases 
are funded entirely by people like you — we receive no legalfees from the clients we represent. 

These cases have made the SPLC reviled enemies of the extremist movement. Our 
headquarters in Montgomery, Alabama, has been the target of numerous extremist plots, 
including a firebombing that destroyed our office in 1983. Several dozen people have been 
sent to prison for plotting against us. 

But, we won’t ever back down, and we don’t ever stop. 

Right now, we’re tracking and exposing more than 1,000 hate groups, including 
neo-Nazi, Klan, and other white supremacist organizations. And, each year we provide 
critical information to law enforcement and members of Congress about the threat of 
radical-right violence. 


eWl, 
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We re also working toward a more just and tolerant future by helping educators across 
the country reach young people with lessons of acceptance and understanding from our 
Teaching Tolerance project — work that’s vitally important as our country grows more diverse. 

We constandy hear from teachers who tell us how important our work is and how their 
students are responding. Here’s what one said: 

“Please know how grateful countless numbers of us who work in schools are for your 
wonderful work. I'm not sure what I would do without Teaching Tolerance, quite frankly. I 
hope you will share with your colleagues that the work you do each day helps honor children and 
teenagers and makes the world a better place. Truly. ” 

Twice each year, Teaching Tolerance magazine is sent to 450,000 educators, and tens of 
thousands of teachers use our Teaching Tolerance curricula. 

Bill Moyers has called our Teaching Tolerance project “a bold move into America's 
classrooms to curb the rising tide of racial hatred. ” 

As school budgets continue to be slashed, teachers in growing numbers are looking to 
the SPLC for the award-winning, anti-bias resources we provide, free of charge. 

As we said, we never charge our clients any legal fees, and we accept no government 
money. That means, we must rely upon the support of caring people like you — people who 

have a deep commitment to justice a nd e quality . 

Our legal work is setting precedents that help thousands of deserving people. In 
Mississippi, we reached an agreement with the state to stop suspending the driver’s licenses 
of low-income people who can’t afford to pay traffic tickets and court fines. Now, more than 
100,000 people will get their licenses back. 

They’re people like Vicki Smith of Columbia, who struggles to pay expenses for her 
autistic son and lost her job as a health aide — because she couldn’t get to work — after the 
state took away her license. 

WgjsgjH ro nrpe yoiMiot^Q-deky -^ornplete our 2020 California Take A Stand Survey 
and return it in the postage-paid envelope. And, when you do, please include a generous 
tax-deductible gift to support the work of the SPLC. 

Working together, we are certain that we will make a real difference in our great country, 
and that we will bend the arc of the moral universe a little more quickly toward the kind of 
justice that brings us closer to Dr. King’s vision for America. 



Edward G. Lord 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
Chief Development Officer 

P.S. Please return your 2020 California Take A Stand Survey to us by 3/05/20 to ensure 
that your answers are captured in our tally. And, if you can contribute something to 
help us in our work, we would greatly appreciate it. 

P.P.S. Just as important, be an activist for justice in your local community. Silence 
creates fertile ground for hate and discrimination to grow. Whether at a 
community forum or in a letter to the editor, your voice needs to be heard in 
these trying times. 
















2020 California Take A Stand Survey please RE ™ RN Y0UR completed survey by: 3 / 05/20 


NAME: 


► 


You have been selected to represent Sunnyvale, 

CA, in the SPLC’s 2020 California Take A 
Stand Survey. Enclosed, please find documents 
registered in your name. 


REGISTRATION NUMBER: 


INSTRUCTIONS: 


Please indicate your answers on both sides of the questionnaire 
by checking the appropriate circles with a dark pen or pencil. 


Then fold and return the entire questionnaire in the 
envelope provided. 



Southern Poverty Law Center 

400 Washington Avenue • Montgomery, AL 36104 
334.956.8200 • splcenter.org 



We are only able to use this survey for data gathering purposes and will not be able to respond with any 
requests for legal services. If you have been the victim of discrimination, please contact the appropriate 
authorities in your community first. 


I. Discrimination and Intolerance 


1. In the past year, have you or anyone in your 
family been discriminated against? 

(check all that apply) 

CD By an employer 
CD In housing 
CD By a business 
CD Other 

2. In the past year, have you or anyone in your 
family been called a slur or been the target 
of a verbal assault because of your socio¬ 
economic background or sexual orientation? 

CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 

3. Have your children, or younger members of 
your family, ever been bullied in school? 

CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 


II. Hate Groups 


4. Have you seen evidence of organized hate 
groups in your community? 

CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 

5. Do you think law enforcement should do 
more to monitor and investigate active hate 
groups and terrorist organizations in the 
United States? 

CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 

6. Do you think internet companies have a 
responsibility to stop racists from using their 
digital platforms to indoctrinate children? 

CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 


Are you familiar with the “alt-right” 
movement and its white nationalist 
ideology? 

CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 

8. Do you think President Trumps rhetoric and 
policies are emboldening hate groups? 

CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 


III. Voting Rights 


9. Do you think in-person voter fraud is a 
serious problem in America? 

CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 

10. Do you think voter ID laws and other 
restrictions on voting discriminate against 
racial and ethnic minorities. 

CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 

11. In the last two elections (2016 and 2018), 
have you or anyone in your family been 
challenged or turned away when you tried 
to vote? 

CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 


IV. Immigration Reform 


12. Do you think “Dreamers” living in the 

United States should be provided a path to frill 
citizenship? 

CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 


Just a few more questions ► 










































2020 California Take A Stand Survey ( continuedfrom other side) 


13. Should federal agencies have to receive 

approval from a judge before they can deport 
an immigrant? 


CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 


V. Civil Rights Movement 


16. How much more needs to be done in order 
to achieve racial equality? 

CD A lot 
CD Some 
CD Not Much 
CD We’re equal 


VI. Personal Information 


14. Do you think enough has been done, by the 
federal government to eliminate discrimination 
in housing, education, and employment? 

CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 

15. Should cities be allowed to operate debtors’ 
prisons that jail people when they cannot 
afford to pay fines like traffic tickets? 

CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 


17. What is your age? 


CD 18-35 
CD 66-75 


CD 36-50 
CD76+ 


CD51-65 

CD 


18. Do you consider yourself to be politically: 

CD Liberal 
CD Moderate 
CD Conservative 
CD Other 

19. Are you registered to vote? 

CD Yes 
CD No 
CD Not Sure 


20. CD I have completed my 2020 California Take A Stand Survey and included $10 to defer the 

cost of processing my answers. 

21. Tod, will you stand with the hundreds of thousands of SPLC members who are fighting hate 
and bigotry and working to bring tolerance and understanding to our country? 

CD Yes, I am enclosing my tax-deductible membership gift in the amount of: 

CD$20 ^D$2$) CD$35 CD$50 CD$75 CD$100 CD Other $_ 


**A gift of this amount will be especially helpful — in the coming months we’ll be filing new 
lawsuits and fighting to protect voting rights. 

CD Make this a monthly donation. 

CD I am enclosing a check payable to the SPLC. 

CD I want to charge my contribution: 

MasterCard OVISA CH^ Discover dD AMEX 


For special SPLC alerts, please provide your email address: 


Exp. Date 
Example 


0 3 


2 0 


WE WILL NOT SHARE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 


VII. Additional Comments 


22. Please add any additional thoughts or suggestions you would like to share with the SPLC’s 
leadership team regarding justice in America. Thank you. 


























